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cateh during the 1965-66 period was approximately
719 tons with most of the fish going to the fresh fish
markets, where the fishermen received from $200 to
$400 per ton. The primary areas of cateh were Santa
Catalina Island and the Horseshoe Kelp area.
Landings in Baja California dropped to approxi-
mately 22,000 tons for the period June, 1965 through
May, 1966. Landings from September 1, 1965 to March
1, 1966 amounted to nearly 7,400 tons. The demand
for sardines was good; 32 purse seiners were kept
busy supplying 10 canneries with fish. The price to
the fishermen remained fairly stable at $40 per ton.

ANCHOVY

In 1963 and 1964 anchovy catches were used in
canning, as fresh fish and as live-bait. In November,
1965, the California Fish and Game Commission
authorized the use of 75,000 tons of anchovies for
reduction into fish meal. In late-November, 1965, the
experimental anchovy fishery for reduction opened.
Landings were negligible through the end of 1965, but
began picking up in February of 1966, and by the
end of the season (April 30, 1966) over 16,000 tons
of anchovies had been landed. The Horseshoe Kelp
area produced about 75 percent of the fish taken.

TABLE 3

COMMERCIAL LANDINGS AND LIVE-BAIT CATCH
OF ANCHOVIES IN TONS, 1962-1966

prominent group was the 1962 year-class (one-year-
old fish). At Port Hueneme, 46 percent of the fish
sampled were from the 1962 year-class; at San Pedro,
54 percent and at Newport, 45 percent.

In 1964-65, the one’s (1963 year-class) were again
dominant in the live-bait samples. At Port Hueneme
the 1963 year-class made up 45 percent of the fish
sampled ; 37 percent at San Pedro and 67 percent at
Newport.

MACKEREL (May—April)

Pacific mackerel landings have dropped steadily
since 1962-63 when about 23,000 tons were taken.
During the 1965-66 season the cateh fell to 3,788 tons
(Table 4), and the outlook for the next 2 seasons is not
encouraging. The primary areas of catch during the
past 3 seasons were Cortes and Tanner Banks, San
Nicolas, Santa Catalina, and San Clemente Islands.

Jack mackerel landings have been on the decline
since the 1961-62 season, when 54,706 tons were
landed. The catch dropped to 33,837 tons for the
1965-66 season (Table 4). Major areas of catech for
the 3 seasons 1963-64 - through 1965-66 were Santa
Cruz, Santa Barbara, Anacapa, Santa Catalina, San

TABLE 4

JACK AND PACIFIC MACKEREL CATCH IN TONS,
1962-63 THROUGH 1965-66

(Period May through April)

Commercial
Year Landings Live-Bait Total Year Jack Mackerel Pacific Mackerel
1962 ___. 1,382 6,167 7,549 196263 - . 48,422 22,627
1963 .. ________. 2,285 4,442 6,727 106364 .. 42,038 17,105
1964 2,488 5,191 7,679 1964-65_ .. ___ 39,548 12,437
1865 . ________ 2,866 6,148 9,014 1965-66%________ ... 33,837 3,788
1966%_ _ ____ . ____ 31,089 6,636 37,725

* Preliminary.

Los Angeles-Long Beach Harbor provided most of
the fish for the live-bait fishery during the period
from 1963 to 1965.

The age composition of the 1963-64 live-bait ecatch
at Port Hueneme, San Pedro and Newport were
similar. Zero’s, one’s, and two’s constituted between
80 and 90 percent of the fish sampled. The most

* Preliminary.

Clemente, San Nicolas Islands and Cortes and Tanner
Banks. In 1963-64 these areas produced approxi-
mately 50 percent of the statewide cateh; in 1964-65
they accounted for 65 percent of the catch and in
1965-66, 75 percent of the catch came from these
areas. Kenneth D. Aasen, California Department of
Fish and Game.
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